Swansea Council

Childrenand Young Peoples
Rights Scheme

( f/’3- Cyngor Abertawe
Swansea Council

N
%


Allison.Lowe
FreeText
Appendix 4�


Contents

What is the Children and Young People’s Rights Scheme?..................... 2
Development of the Children and Young People’s Rights Scheme.......... 3
What is the duty on Swansea CoUNCIl? ... 4
Who is responsible for paying due regard to the UNCRC?.......cccceecvvvuvrenen. 4
How we will comply with the duty to have due regard to the UNCRC?.......... 5
Who is involved in ensuring the Swansea Council complies with this

[0 10 SRRSO STRPRPRRION 6
Appendix 1: Articles of the UNCRC ... 8
AppPeNndiX 2: Plan ON @ Page.....cccci ittt 9



What is the Children and Young People’s
Rights Scheme?

The United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child (UNCRC) sets
out the rights all children aged 0-18years have to make sure they are

healthy, happy and safe.

In September 2013, Swansea Council agreed that children’s rights should
be embedded within the Council policy framework, and that a duty be
placed on the Council’s Cabinet to have ‘due regard’ to the UNCRC when

making decisions.

This means that when Swansea Council develop new policies or strategies,
review or change existing policies and strategies, or develop or change
Council services, thought has to be given to how those decisions affect the

rights of children in Swansea.

This scheme outlines how Swansea Council plans to have due regard to
the UNCRC.

The original Scheme was published in 2014, this is the second version of the

scheme which has been updated following public consultation.



Development of the Children and Young
People’s Rights Scheme

This is the second version of the Children and Young People’s Rights Scheme. This
version has been co-designed with children, young people, families, members of the
public, members of Swansea’s Children’s Rights Network and Members of Swansea

Council.

This version incorporates the Children’s Commissioner for Wales’ ‘The Right Way’

approach, setting out 5 key principles, through which we aims to embed the UNCRC

in all of the Council’s decision-making processes:

Participation Making sure good quality arrangements are in place to ensure
children and young people are listened to, and that their opinion is

heard, in decisions that are being made that affect them.

Promoting rights to children and young people so that they feel able

to exercise them.

Having systems in place to write down and evidence how we give
thought to the impact of decision on children’s rights. Making sure
workers understand the UNCRC and how their work impacts on

children’s rights.

Accountability Having systems in place to report on what we are doing to make

children’s rights a reality in Swansea

Non- Making special efforts to ensure children and young people who may

discrimination

be less likely to access their rights, have an equal opportunity to be

able to do so



https://www.childcomwales.org.uk/the-right-way-a-childrens-rights-approach/a-childrens-rights-approach-in-wales/

What is the duty on Swansea Council?

(1) The Local Authority will incorporate and embed the UNCRC (1989) into the
Council’'s Policy Framework and will have due regard to the requirements of —
(a) Part | of the Convention,
(b) Articles 1 to 7 of the Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Rights of the
Child on the involvement of children in armed conflict, except article 6(2), and;
(c) Articles 1 to 10 of the Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Rights of the
Child on the sale of children, child prostitution and child pornography.
(2) The Cabinet will have ‘due regard’ to the UNCRC (1989);
(3) The Council will publish a Children and Young People Rights Scheme and will
report on a 5-year cycle. Work with Children and Young People will continue
throughout this period with progress reports produced mid-term and at the end of the
reporting cycle, reporting on:
[a] implementation of the due regard duty; and, [b] promoting children’s rights in

Swansea.

Who is responsible for paying due regard to
the UNCRC?

The Children and Young People’s Rights Scheme does not stand alone,
and links to many other policies that affect children and young people,

within the Council

Children’s Rights are a key theme throughout all of this work and the Children and
Young People’s Rights Scheme aims to build a whole Council approach to embedding
rights in current and planned work. Therefore, everyone who works in Swansea
Council is responsible for respecting, understanding and embedding the UNCRC.
More information about the specific roles of Cabinet, Councilors, Managers and
Swansea Council Staff in paying due regard is on page 6. An action plan setting out
how this policy will be measured, will be developed in 2021 and implemented in a

phased roll-out over 3 years.



Aljgesip 1o ‘ainyno ‘Alunyew pue abe s1ay) 01 arelidoidde yewuoy 10 abenbue| e ul uaip|iyd 01 uolew.lojul apIAoid

‘a/doad BunoA jo sdnoub [fe yoeal S82IAISS INO Jaylaym

JapISuod 0} paau s,8|doad BunoA pue ualp|iyd Jnoge aaey am uoljewoyul asn ajdoad BunoA pue uaip|iyo Jo sdnoub Jusiayip
10edwi pinod (saainias/s1oalold 6:8) suolsIoap [enpIAIpUl MOY JBPISU0D 0} (VYD) Juawssassy joedw| spybry s.ualpjiyd e asn
‘spaau s,a|doad BunoA pue ualipjiyo jo sdnoib

JUBIBIP JO SSaualeme JIay) asealoul 01 Bulurely yejnbal aAledal pue 10y Allrenb3 ay) Jo abpajmouy alep-031-dn aAey Jjels ains axeN

uoleuUIWIIOSIP

-UoN

UN0J2k 0} Jels pjoy Jo swure|dwod axew

‘anosdwil pjNod am Jeym Jo ||om Bulop al,8m Jeym Jnoge ¥oeqpas) apiAoid 0} MOY UO UOIBULIOLUI 8]qISS820.B Y)IM UIP|IYD SpIAOId
"Jewoy} a|gelins e ul ualp|iyo 0} Alenbal yoeqpas-

. 'BOSUBMS Ul [Bal Slybll s uaip|iyo Bujew spiemo} paxiom aAam moy Buimoys ajepdn |enuue a|qissadoe ue ysiignd

Aujigeiunodoy

"sjybu s,ualp|iyo ajowoud pue uoddns 0} S82IN0Sal [eldUBUL/HH BJe 818y} aIns ayeN

"MIOM |[e ul Sjybu s,uslp|iyo paqwia 0} moy Joj sjable) 18s pue sjybu

s,ualp|iyo ayowoud 0} Ajjigisuodsal yum suoidweyd Jo yJomiau e dn oS -'sjybui s,ualp(iyo uo Buluiely J8AIBp 0} S824N0Sal N0 3S
"}JOM S, uoljesiueblio Ino Jisuaq

ued JI Moy pueisiapun way djay pue ‘(D"ONN) Siybu s,ualp(iyd jo abpajmouy poob e aAey Jjels pue siapes) Jeyl ains aye\

‘Aliadoud siy1 op 01 paau Aayy uonrewuoul 10 Bulurel ay) ajdoad BunoA pue ualp|iyd anlo

-*dnoJb yinoA umo InoA Buiwioy JapISuod pinod

noA 10 ‘swnioy/sdnolB yinoA 63 -y1om asiunnias Ajualsisuod 0] wayl mojre o1 ajdoad BunoA jo sdnoib yum sdiysuonejal ysijgeis3
-(1axew-uoisIoap Aay e 01 Ajjoalip suonsanb yse 0] aoueyd ay) ajdoad BunoA jo dnoib e Buinb ‘6o

SJayeuw uolIsIoap asiunnias 0] sanunuoddo 68 )way) 193y eyl SUOISIoap aduanjjul 0] pasau Aayl saniunuoddo ay) uaip(iyd aAlD
‘(suodal abenbue| ajdwis ‘6°8) way) 1084e Teyl SUoISIDBp 8auUaN|jul 01 pasau Aayl uonewoul 8yl Uaip|iyd aAI9

"auo

Allenb e aJe aousuadxa s,uaJp|iyd uaym ains axew o} ‘9|doad BunoA pue ualp|iy) Joj spiepuels uonedidled jeuoneN ay) Jdopy
"uaJp|Iy9 uo 1oedwi jey) sanijiqiIsuodsal aABY OUYM Lels JO JUSWIINIDSL 8y} Ul USIP|IYD SAJOAU|

‘'sdnoub pasifeulbrew wolj ajdoad BunoA pue ualp|iyd 01 ualsl| 01 s1abie) Jea|d dojanaq

"easuems ul ajdoad BunoA pue ualp|Iyd Jo Spasu ay) 193w eyl sue|d dojeaap pue ‘siy) Buiop ase suonesiuehilo Jaylo Moy uesT
"9A19231 A3yl SB2IAISS JO uoieneAa pue Bulojuow ‘ubisap ayl ul Ajoalip ualp|iyd SAJ0AU|

uolrediolnued

:suonoe asay) Jo yoea isurebe ssaibold Ino ayeneAs pue lojuow ||IM 3N "SB2IAISS pue salbarels ‘saloljod

S |louno) BasuBMS UIyNIM S1ybll s,uslp|iyo paquia 0] palinbal suoloe ay) 1IN0 18S aABY am ‘@Aoge pauljino sajdioulid Aay G ay) Jo yoes Jepun

¢OHONN ay) 01 pebals anp aney o1 Ainp ayl yum Ajdwod ||im am moH




Who is involved in ensuring the Swansea Council
complies with this duty?

In this section the specific arrangements to make sure that the Local Authority complies with the

duty to have due regard to the UNCRC when exercising any of their functions, and the roles and

responsibilities and set out below:

Cabinet Members

Must have due regard to the UNCRC when exercising any of their functions and must be
fully aware of the duty when they make their decisions; they are responsible for making
sure that the Swansea Council comply with the duty

Are responsible for agreeing and monitoring the Children and Young People’s Rights
Scheme

Will consider the progress made on the implementation of the Scheme as outlined in an
annual progress report

A Lead Member of the Cabinet has been identified who will exercise political leadership for

the promotion of children and young people’s rights under the UNCRC (1989)

Corporate Management Team:

Must also have due regard to the UNCRC when exercising any of their functions and must
be fully aware of the duty when they make their decisions; their work includes developing
internal processes that will make sure staff comply with the duty

This includes providing information and advice, developing tools and recording
mechanisms to help staff to consider the UNCRC in their work and in their options and
advice to Cabinet Members

Will receive the annual progress report on the implementation of the Scheme and monitor
progress as detailed in the action plan

Corporate Management Team will work with the Lead Member to ensure that effective
Member/Officer dialogue occurs to embed and promote children’s rights and embed the
UNCRC into policy and practice



Heads of Service

Ensure that all staff, including themselves, have a suitable level of knowledge of the
UNCRC and the implications of the Scheme on their area of work

Will Act as ‘Champions’ of children’s rights and to promote and raise awareness of the
UNCRC in their service area to enhance rights based practice

Will be responsible for ensuring that the options and advice that their staff include in the
corporate reporting process is of good quality and has paid due regard to the UNCRC
Will contribute to the annual progress report on the implementation of the Scheme and

monitor progress as detailed in the action plan.

Council Staff

Support Cabinet and Council in having due regard to the UNCRC when make decisions,
as they provide options and advice in relation to Council functions

Give balanced consideration to the UNCRC, before they begin to develop policies or other
pieces of work through the Integrated Impact Assessment Process

Training and awareness raising information will be given to staff to help them understand

the UNCRC and how it impact upon their role
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